) BEAR RTVEDR COImLCT TERTING
COUNTY COURT HOUSE, EVAISTONT, "TYOMILC

February 4, 1940

A meeting of the Bear River Tri-State Cormittee was held in the County
Court House, Zvanston, Wyomins, February 4, 1946, at 9:00 a, m. The following were
present:

W. V. Iorns, Project Ensineer, U., S. Geological Survey, Logan, Utah

Mark R, Kulp, State Reclamation Engineer, Loise Idaho

F, M. Cooper, Commissioner on Bear River, Grace, Idaho

W. J. Hunter; Montepelier, Idaho

L. Cs Bishop, State IZnagineer, Cheyvenne, ‘lyoming

E. C. Gradert, Fort Brideer, Wyoming

Charles C, Natc, Montepslier, Idaho

Je We Sirrine, Dingle, Tdaho

Cecil Quayle, Dingle, Icaho

John E, Lowham, ®venstou, Wyoming

William Cook, Sr., Evanston, Wyoming : ’

E, J. Skeen, Attorney, Qureau of Reclamation, Salt Lake Cltv, Utah

A, L, Merrlll “Attorney, Pocatello, Idaho

Lesher S, Nlng, Regional Engineer, Federal Power Cormmission,
San Francisco, California ’

L, C. Monson, State Engineerts Office, Salt Lake Clty Utah

Fd. H. ﬁatson State Engineer, Salt Lske City, Utah -

E. . Thorum, Utah Power & Light Co,, Salt Lake City, Utah

F, B, Myers, Evanston, Wyoning

Raymond Rees, Woodruff, Utah

Fred Coles, Zvanston, Wyoming

Tom Painter, Evanston, Wyoming

L. B. Johnson, Randolph, Utah

William M, Harris, County Welfare Director, Tvanston, Wyoming

E. R, Thomas, Engineer, Bureau of Reclamation, Logan, Utah

Mo T. Wilson, District Engineer, U, S. Geological Survey,
Salt Lake City, Utah

The meeting was called to order by Mr, Zd, H, Watson, Chairman, who announ=
ced that the purpose of the meeting was to discuss current problems of the Bear
River Tri-State Committee and to develop an agenda for-a meeting of the Bear River
Committee to be held in the near future at lontepelier, ldaho.

lir, Lesher S, Wing, Regional Engineer, Federal Power Commission, San Fran-
cisco, California, was introduced to the group with the explanation that he had
consented to assist the Bear River Committee in developing the details for a tri-
state compact, It was noted that Mr, Wing was instrumental in planning much of the
proposed Yellowstone River Compact for the states of Montana, INorth Dakota and
Wyoming, Mr, Wing then discussed the problems confronting the states in developing
a compact for the division of water in the Bear River Basin and was pleased to not-
the progress being made in collecting basic hydrographic information, the listing
of water rights and outlining of irrigated acreages. Hae emphasized the importarca



of keopins, thc water users advised as to the progress of the work,

TRRICGATD AREAS

I'r. Bishop, State Ingineer of fyoming, discussed the importance of a coil-
plete listing of irrigated areas in arriving at an equitable distribution of water
between the threc states, It was his opinion that the listins should include pas-
ture lands locited between cultivated areas and the river bottoms--all lands beno-
fited by irrigation diversions. He noted that in the economic study being made by
the 3urcau of Reelamation that brush lands werc not included, In asking Mr, Iorns,
Project Tngincer, cuestions in regard to this subject, it was developed that the
State Ingincers had assigned employees to collect the désired information on irri-
pated areas and that Mr. Iorns was to outline the work in order to havc it assembled
on a uniform basis, Just what lands should be included must be decided upon immedi-
atcely in order not to delay the desired work.

¥r, Merrill, Attorneoy, Pocatcllo, Idaho, outlined the principle of prior
rights in making a division of wators of the Bear River betwecn the three states,
and quecstioned the necessity of collectins. informeation on irrigatced arcas. Mossrs,
Iyers, Lowham and Hunter, property owncrs, discusscd the valuc of the so-called
willow areas in furnishins fecd to livestock durin:, the fall and winter months and
also noted the importance of willows and trees as providing sheltcer for livestoek
during periods of bad weathor, Aftor discussion by scveral others, it was dcvcloped
that the state representatives were not cntircely in agreemcent on this - subjoct, It
was, thereforc, moved by Mr, Bishop, scconded and unanimously carricd, that thoe
guestion should be scttled after lunch in order to ;ive the statc rcepresentatives an
opportunity to caucus during thc lunch pcriod,

The grouping of prioritics by years for the threc states was outlined by
Vr. Kulp, Reclamation Enginccr of Idanho, noting that it was not necessary to segrc-
gate the individual rights for o division of thc watcre Deliverin., of water to the
individual rizhts would be the responsibility of the states after the compact was
in effect, Contributicns to this subjoct wore also made by icssrs, Bishop, Ving,
and othcrs,

DUTY J- WATER

Chairman Yatson noted the importance of having a uniform duty of watcr by
all threc statcs. In discussing, this subjeet, Lirs Thomns, Enginccr on investigations
for thc Burcau of Roclamation, explaincd the importance of roestricting irrigation to
actual rigchts and reouiroments in ordcr to makc the Bureau plan of devglopmont foas-
iblc by storins, the cxccess supply to e availablc for the irrigators upon damand and
whon actually necded. After sovoral contribubtions werc made by thosc in attondance,
each Statc Zngincor was asked to discuss his Statc Laws on the duty of watcer and
beneficial usc,

The mecting adjourncd for lunch at 12:00 noon and rceconvoened at 1:00 p, m.

COMPRLIENSTIVE PLAI! OF DEVELODIFEMT

In opening the afternoon scssion, Chairman Watson announced that therc
scomed to be some misunderstanding as to how cach statc and each scetion of the
river would be bonefited by the proposed Burcau of Reclamation plan which could not
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be started until a compact had been agreed upcn. lMr. Thomas, by request, explained
the Bureau plan with the aid of a map showing how each section of the river would

be benefited and outlined the development to be gained under each unit in the Bear
River Basin., He gave figures showing the number of acres to receive a new water
right and also the number of acres to be benefited by a supplemental supply for each
proposed unit. He concluded by stating that the three states would be benefited as
indicated below:

New Acres Acres to Receilve
to be Irrigated Supplemental Supply
Idaho 52,000 i 78,000
Utah 65,000 92,000
yoming 10,000 16,000

The question of including brush lands in outlining irrigated areas was
again brought before the meetins, After considerable discussion, it was apparent
that the State Representatives were not yet in a position to vote on this subject,
Mr. Wing made a suggestion that in addition to the cultivated and pasture areas cut-
lined by the Bureau of Reclamation that the brush lands which have been irrigated
and included in adjudication rights be outlined separately in order %o have that
information available for the use of the committee at a later date if found to be
desirable, This seemed to be a satisfactory solution of the problem and each State
Ergineer agreed on that procedure,

TRIBUTARY STREAMS

The Chair then raised the question as to whether tributary streams should
be continued in the detailed hydrographic investigation. Mr. Iorns, Project En-
gineer, who was called upon to discuss this problem advised that some of the smaller
streams could be eliminated as they would not affect division of the water on the
main stem of the Bear River., Continuation of collecting diversion records of trib-
utary streams would require additional funds in order to cover the next irrigation
gseason, It was noted that some of the major tributaries such as the Thomas Fork
and Smith's Fork could not be eliminated from the detailed work, After discussions
by several in attendance, it was moved by Mr, Kulp, seccnded and unanimously passed,
that the question of collecting diversion records on tributaries be postponed to
the next meeting in order to have recommendations from Messrs, Wing and Iorns for
consideration by the Tri-State Committse meeting later at Montepeliser, Idaho,

DRAFTING OF COMPACT

In accepting the responsibility of assisting the Tri-State Committee, Mr,.
Wing noted that he did not have sufficient personnel to assign to the work and em-
phasized the desirability of having Mr. Iorns of the Geological Survey assist his
department in analyzing the basic data for developing a compact. Mr. Iorns then ex~
plained that his superiors had restricted the work of the Survey to the collection
of the basic information with the thought that 1t was the state's duty to analyze
the data for compact purposes, Following some discussion a motion was made by Mr,
Bishop, seconded by Mr., Kulp and unanimously carried, "That the Tri-State Committce
request the Director of the Geological Survey to enlarge Mr, JIorn's authority to
include analysis of basic data in cooperation with Mr., Wing of the Federal FPower Com-
mission.”
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MONTEPELIER MEETING

Chairman “7atson then asked the group as to what datc would bc bost for the
propescd Montepelicr meeting. Following a brief discussion it was decided that the
mecting should be held during thoe week beginning April 8, thc exact datc to be set
aftcor hearing from Mr., Wing,

Meeting adjourncd, M 1 R
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